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Lexington Bicycle Network:  Safety at Rush Hour (2011)



Lexington Bicycle Network:  Safety at Non- Rush Hour  (2011)

Bob Dangel 2011



• Centerline mileage of Lexington’s total road network:  212 miles

• ≤ 25 mph : 166 miles. 

• Sharrows = 3.18 miles; 

• Raised cycle track = 0.4 miles

• > 25 mph and ≤ 35 mph:  32 miles.  

• Sharrows = 12.28 miles; 

• Bike lanes = 3.05 miles

• > 35 mph : 14 miles.  

• Bike lanes = 1.78 miles; 

• Raised cycle track = 0.44 miles

Engineering: 
Bicycle Network and Connectivity

This is a Sharrow
(Share the Road Arrow)



Two-Way Protected Bike Lane in Cambridge

Protected Sidewalk and 
Bike Lane in Cambridge



Bicycle Network:
Off-Street Facilities

Off street facilities legally used by bicyclists:  

Paved shared-use paths:  8.3 miles

Minuteman Bikeway:  5.3 miles.  

Other paved paths:  3 miles

Unpaved shared use paths and single-
track:  46 miles

Source:  Conservation Stewards



Bicycle Parking

• MAPC discount bike rack program;

• Center Streetscape plan adds 23 racks;

• Grain Mill Alley Bike Node plan;

• Still needed: more seasonal bike parking.



Education: Smart Cycling (and Driving)

•Public school program only at elementary 
school level;

•Twice-yearly Bike Smart/Smart Cycling 
on-bike program; 

•Bicycling/Driving education and 
information flyers;

•Bikeway wayfinding and etiquette 
signage installed in 2018;

•Need:

•Budget for bicyclist/motorist education;

•Trailhead kiosks on the Bikeway. Bike Smart Program 2017



Driving/Biking
Courtesy Flyer
Mailed with
2017 Tax Bill



Bike Lexington Flyer Mailed with 2015 Tax Bill and
currently available in many Town public areas



Encouragement:  

Mainstreaming bicycling culture

• Lexpress and MBTA buses equipped with bike racks;

• First Mile/Last Mile bike racks at bus stops along 
east Mass Ave corridor;

• Center streetscape bikerack expansion;

• Parklet on south side of Mass Ave; 

• More kids riding to school!

• Bike Walk ’n Bus Week

• Minuteman Bike Share (Zagster bikes)



Enforcement:  Promoting safety and protecting 
bicyclists’ rights

• Police Department liaison with Bicycle Committee;

• Police Bike Patrol has expanded its numbers;

• State Laws are being improved to protect cyclists’ 
rights;

• New Police ProPhoenix software will 
improve bike incident data collection 
and analysis.



Evaluation and Planning

• 2009 Traffic Calming Policy;

• 2015 Town Meeting Article on Town-Wide Bicycle and Pedestrian Safety;

• 2015 Lexington Open Space and Recreation Plan Vision for Lexington:  

• 2016 Complete Street principles adopted;

• 2018 “Lexington Report Card” from the League of American Bicyclists; 

•The 2019 Statewide Bicycle Transportation Plan (MassDOT): 



Challenges & Opportunities

• Priority of “throughput” of cars vs design of true Complete Streets;

• Bikeway overcrowding and courtesy;

• Need regular counts of bikes on town roadways;

• New bicycle technologies:  electric-assist, fat tire, cargo, tricycles, etc.

• Less-stress bicycle route networks;

• Connections between regional bike and walking paths;

• Bikes Mean Business!



THANK YOU!





Selectmen’s Goals 2019-2020
#19

Achieve League of American Bicyclists Silver Bicycle Friendly Community status. 

Develop a Bicycle Transportation Plan as part of the 2019 Comprehensive Plan. Set the vision for a more bikeable Lexington as well as provide the framework for 

developing a network of true Complete Streets. The guiding principle: enabling people of all ages and abilities to bike safely and comfortably throughout 

Lexington. Develop safe and effective roadway accommodations for bicyclists that go further than sharrows or simple bike lanes. 

Action:

1. Include in the town budget funding for bicycle (and pedestrian) safety training/education.

2.An increased emphasis on bicycle safety education and on renewing our bicycle friendly status (and perhaps improving from bronze level to silver) has been 

requested by the Bicycle Committee to be considered as part of complete streets. 

# 17 Comprehensive Plan

Consider a Bicycle Plan for the Town of Lexington as part of the forthcoming comprehensive transportation planning process.



Bicycle Advisory Committee Goals to the Board of 

Selectmen 2018
Develop a Bicycle Transportation Plan as part of the 2019 Comprehensive Plan.  The plan should set the vision for a more bikeable Lexington as well 

as provide the framework for developing a network of true Complete Streets.   Such a plan should have as its guiding principle the goal of enabling 

people of all ages and abilities to bike safely and comfortably throughout Lexington.

Develop safe and effective roadway accommodations for bicyclists that go further than sharrows or simple bike lanes.  Protected or separated bicycle 

accommodations should be a goal for roads heavily travelled by bike riders.

Include in the town budget a regular allowance for bicycle (and pedestrian) promotion and safety – including a robust education and information 

program for all ages, hands-on skill-building events for children, regular reporting of bicycle incidents, zoning requirements to encourage bicycling, 

etc.  A staff member should be identified to manage this effort.

A policy issue that will require Board attention in the near future:  the increasing presence of electric and electric-assist bicycles on the Minuteman 

Bikeway and other town pathways.



The Bicycle Committees
• Lexington Bicycle Advisory Committee:

• Advises Select Board on matters related to bicycling in Lexington;

• Works with town departments, acts as advocate for improvements to cycling infrastructure, roadway conditions, and bicycle 
safety education; 

• Works with Police Department on improving data collection and reporting of all types of bike incidents.

• The Friends of Lexington Bikeways (501c(3):

• Raises funds and hires contractor to plow Lexington section of Minuteman Bikeway;

• Partners with Greenways Corridor Committee and Town staff to produce yearly Bike Walk ‘n Bus Week:  an annual event 
since 2013 “to promote healthy and sustainable transportation options.”  

• Bike Corrals at Farmers’ Market

• Children’s Bike Helmet give-away and parent education each year at Discovery Day;

• Bike light giveaway on bikeway in late fall;

• Bikeway cleanups and twice-yearly counts.

• Celebrated the 25th Anniversary of the Minuteman Bikeway with partner towns of Arlington and Bedford.


